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Westward Expansion: Social and Cultural Development
Theme: Migration and Settlement

Learning Objective 6.B: Explain the causes and effects of the settlement of the West from 1877 to 1898.
Reasons for Moving West

KC-6.2.II.B: In hopes of achieving ideals of self-sufficiency and independence, migrants moved to both rural and boomtown areas of the
West for opportunities, such as building the railroads, mining, farming, and ranching.

● Movement embodied Turner’s “_______________________”
● Railroads built primarily by Irish and _______________________ Immigrants
● Cheap opportunities for moving west to begin farming - _____________________________
● Mining could be done individually or for a larger company
● Ranching evolved with death of cattle drives

● _______________________ closed off routes
● Railroads took over

Negative Effects of Expansion
KC-6.2.II.C: As migrant populations increased in number and the American bison population was decimated, competition for land and
resources in the West among white settlers, American Indians, and Mexican Americans led to an increase in violent conflict.

● Plains Indians relied on _______________________ for livelihood
● New settlement and hunting for leisure decimated buffalo

● Deforestation and a new _______________________ movement
● _______________________ first NP in 1872
● Preservationists like ___________________________ and Sierra Club in 1892

● Violent Conflict with American Indians
● Sand Creek Massacre
● ______________________________________________
● ______________________________________________

● Violent Conflict with Mexican Americans
● Despite rights guaranteed by Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, experience discrimination
● Extrajudicial punishments and ______________________
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Negative Treatment of Natives
KC-6.2.II.D: The U.S. government violated treaties with American Indians and responded to resistance with military force, eventually
confining American Indians to reservations and denying tribal sovereignty.

● Treaty of ______________________________________________  in 1868 to settle a war the US lost
● Closes Bozeman Trail, creates Sioux reservation, grants ownership of Black Hills
● ______________________________________________ revised by Congress after discovery of gold

● US confining Indians to smaller reservations
● ______________________________________________ ends recognition as independent nations
● __________________________ and Nez Perce resisted being put on reservation by trekking to Canada - caught near border

● Attempts at resistance ultimately fail
● Post-__________________________ - Crazy Horse arrested and killed, __________________________ confined to reservation
● _______________________ seen as a threat by US, results in Wounded Knee

● Dawes Severalty Act, 1887
● Partitioned _______________________ acres of Indian land and appropriated to each Indian household
● _______________________ acres of excess (usually better quality) sold to speculators, settlers, railroad companies
● Reversed in 1934 under Indian _______________________

American Indians’ Response
KC-6.2.II.E: Many American Indians preserved their cultures and tribal identities despite government policies promoting assimilation,
and they attempted to develop self-sustaining economic practices.

● Attempts at assimilation
● ______________________________________________ created by Cpt. ______________________________________________

● “Kill the Indian, Save the Man”
● Indian schools often led to loss of culture, death, permanent separation

● Risk of losing Indian culture permanently
● _______________________ at the end of the century, mostly in poverty
● Population would rebound to 3 million to present day
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Recap

● Americans expanded out west for new economic opportunities
● Expansion had negative environmental effects
● Violent conflict arose, primarily with Native Americans
● Federal government policy threatened the survival of many tribes and their culture
● Resilience on the part of Native Americans critical to recovery through the 20th century

Part II

Short Answer Questions

Answer the following in AT LEAST three sentences.

1. Explain the causes of the settlement of the West from 1865 to 1898.

2. Explain the effects of the settlement of the West from 1865 to 1898.
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Excerpt from Report from Inspection of Government Schools on Pine Ridge Reservation, May 1891

Retrieved from: https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-wounded-knee-massacre/sources/754

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-wounded-knee-massacre/sources/754
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1. Provide an attribution for the document.

2. Use the document to support the thesis: “Westward expansion was extremely traumatic for American Indian societies and
cultures which had traditionally resided west of the Mississippi river.”

3. Choose one of the analysis topics from HAPP and provide two sentences of analysis on the document.

4. Give an A-C-E response on a piece of outside evidence that is relevant to the document and the topic of the thesis.
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“An Act to Provide for the Allotment of Lands in Severalty to Indians on the Various Reservations," known as the Dawes
Act, Feb. 1887

Retrieved from: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=50#

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That in all cases where any
tribe or band of Indians has been, or shall hereafter be, located upon any reservation created for their use, either by treaty stipulation or by virtue
of an act of Congress or executive order setting apart the same for their use, the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized,
whenever in his opinion any reservation or any part thereof of such Indians is advantageous for agricultural and grazing purposes, to cause said
reservation, or any part thereof, to be surveyed, or resurveyed if necessary, and to allot the lands in said reservation in severalty to any Indian
located thereon in quantities as follows:

To each head of a family, one-quarter of a section;
To each single person over eighteen years of age, one-eighth of a section;
To each orphan child under eighteen years of age, one-eighth of a section; and
To each other single person under eighteen years now living, or who may be born prior to the date of the order of the President directing an
allotment of the lands embraced in any reservation, one-sixteenth of a section:

5. Provide an attribution for the document.

6. Use the document to support the thesis: “Westward expansion was extremely traumatic for American Indian societies and
cultures which had traditionally resided west of the Mississippi river.”

7. Choose one of the analysis topics from HAPP and provide two sentences of analysis on the document.

8. Give an A-C-E response on a piece of outside evidence that is relevant to the document and the topic of the thesis.

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=50#
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Carlisle Indian School
Retrieved from: https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/analyzing-and-after-photographs-exploring-student-files

9. Provide an attribution for the document.

10. Use the document to support the thesis: “Westward expansion was extremely traumatic for American Indian societies and
cultures which had traditionally resided west of the Mississippi river.”

11. Choose one of the analysis topics from HAPP and provide two sentences of analysis on the document.

12. Give an A-C-E response on a piece of outside evidence that is relevant to the document and the topic of the thesis.

https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/analyzing-and-after-photographs-exploring-student-files

