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5.3 The Mexican American American War

Theme: America in the World

Learning Objective 5.C: Explain the causes and e�ects of the Mexican– American War.

Quick Overview of the War

Causes Progression Outcome

● Texas is annexed to the United
States

● Boundary dispute between U.S. and
Mexico draws bloodshed

● War Dissenters include Abraham
Lincoln (__________________),
Frederick Douglass, Henry David
Thoreau, Henry Clay

● U.S. Army easily takes over
territory of New Mexico and
California (________________)

● … Invades (modern-day) northern
Mexico (______________,
_____________________)

● … sails to Veracruz, march to
takeover capital (___________)

● Fighting ends in 1847
● ____________________________________

______ (1848) sets terms
○ Mexico border at Rio

Grande
○ Northern territories

become U.S. possessions
for $15 M

Mexican Cession
KC-5.1.I.C The United States added large territories in the West through victory in the Mexican– American War and diplomatic
negotiations, raising questions about the status of slavery, American Indians, and Mexicans in the newly acquired lands.

● ______________________________________________ - part of Treaty of G-H
● Adds California, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona and parts of New Mexico

● Diplomatic Negotiations
● Texas Annexation 1845 - Lame duck ______________________________________________
● Oregon Treaty 1846 - Expansionist ______________________________________________
● ______________________________________________ - $10 M for desert land to build RR

● Status of Slavery
● ______________________________________________ would have prevented slavery in any new territory gained from war - failed

twice
● ______________________________________________ hoped to gain more territory, ______________________________________________ opposed the

war on moral grounds.
● Still recruited Zachary Taylor as presidential candidate
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● Mexicans in annexed territories had opportunity to gain ______________________________________________
● American Indians not given same opportunity

Governing New Regions
KC-5.1.II.C U.S. government interaction and conflict with Mexican Americans and American Indians increased in regions newly taken
from American Indians and Mexico, altering these groups’ economic self-su�ciency and cultures.

● ______________________________________________ - descendants of Spanish and Mexicans
● About ______________________________________________ by end of Mex-Am War
● Landed and wealthy, lose influence with influx of American settlers

● Culture
● From New Mexico to California remnants of Spanish and Mexico

● Names and ______________________________________________
● ______________________________________________

● Population ______________________________________________ to ______________________________________________
● State o�cials advocate for their removal

● Land dispossession, use of ______________________________________________
● ______________________________________________ (1850) - sanctions legalized form of  slavery for California Indians
● Disproportionate violence

● Weapons and patrols funded by state and federal governments

Recap

● The United States completed its goal of expanding to the Pacific by way of the Mexican American War
● The new territory fanned the flames on the debate on the expansion of slavery
● Mexicans and Native Americans living in the newly acquired territory were a�ected di�erently by the American government
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Part II

Short Answer Questions

Answer the following in AT LEAST three sentences.

1. Explain what events or developments led to the Mexican–American War.

2. Explain what the short term and long term e�ects of Mexican–American War were.
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"Spot Resolutions" on Mexican War.
O�ered in the United States House of Representatives. December 22, 1847.

Retrieved from: https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Life_and_Works_of_Abraham_Lincoln/Volume_3/Spot_Resolutions_on_Mexican_War

Whereas, The President of the United States, in his message of May 11, 1846, has declared that "the Mexican Government not only refused to receive
him [the envoy of the United States], or to listen to his propositions, but, after a long-continued series of menaces, has at last invaded our territory and
shed the blood of our fellow-citizens on our own soil."
And again, in his message of December 8, 1846, that "we had ample cause of war against Mexico long before the breaking out of hostilities; but even
then we forbore to take redress into our own hands until Mexico herself became the aggressor, by invading our soil in hostile array, and shedding the
blood of our citizens."
And yet again, in his message of December 7, 1847, that "the Mexican Government refused even to hear the terms of adjustment which he [our minister
of peace] was authorized to propose, and finally, under wholly unjustifiable pretexts, involved the two countries in war, by invading the territory of the
State of Texas, striking the first blow, and shedding the blood of our citizens on our own soil."
And whereas, This House is desirous to obtain a full knowledge of all the facts which go to establish whether the particular spot on which the blood of
our citizens was so shed was or was not at that time our own soil; therefore,
Resolved, By the House of Representatives, that the President of the United States be respectfully requested to inform this House—
First. Whether the spot on which the blood of our citizens was shed, as in his message declared, was or was not within the territory of Spain, at least
after the treaty of 1819 until the Mexican revolution.
Second. Whether that spot is or is not within the territory which was wrested from Spain by the revolutionary Government of Mexico.
Third. Whether that spot is or is not within a settlement of people, which settlement has existed ever since long before the Texas revolution, and until its
inhabitants fled before the approach of the United States army.
Fourth. Whether that settlement is or is not isolated from any and all other settlements by the Gulf and the Rio Grande on the south and west, and by
wide uninhabited regions on the north and east.
Fifth. Whether the people of that settlement, or a majority of them, or any of them, have ever submitted themselves to the government or laws of Texas
or of the United States, by consent or by compulsion, either by accepting o�ce, or voting at elections, or paying tax, or serving on juries, or having
process served upon them, or in any other way.
Sixth. Whether the people of that settlement did or did not flee from the approach of the United States army, leaving unprotected their homes and their
growing crops, before the blood was shed, as in the message stated; and whether the first blood, so shed, was or was not shed within the inclosure of
one of the people who had thus fled from it.
Seventh. Whether our citizens, whose blood was shed, as in his message declared, were or were not, at that time, armed o�cers and soldiers, sent into
that settlement by the military order of the President, through the Secretary of War.
Eighth. Whether the military force of the United States was or was not so sent into that settlement after General Taylor had more than once intimated to
the War Department that, in his opinion, no such movement was necessary to the defense or protection of Texas.

Attribution

Historical Context

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Life_and_Works_of_Abraham_Lincoln/Volume_3/Spot_Resolutions_on_Mexican_War
https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Adams-On%C3%ADs_Treaty&action=edit&redlink=1
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Audience

Purpose

Perspective

1. Use the document to support the thesis: “The annexation of land in the mid 1800s dramatically increased the intensity of debates about
the fate of the new territories and the people who lived there.”

2. Choose one of the analysis topics and provide a 2 sentence analysis of the document.

State of the State Address, January 6, 1851
Peter Burnett 1st Governor of California

Retrieved from: https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Life_and_Works_of_Abraham_Lincoln/Volume_3/Spot_Resolutions_on_Mexican_War

The white man, to whom time is money, and who labors hard all day to create the comforts of life, cannot sit up all night to watch his property;
and after being robbed a few times, he becomes desperate, and resolves upon a war of extermination. This is the common feeling of our people
who have lived upon the Indian frontier. The two races are kept asunder by so many causes, and having no ties of marriage or consanguinity to
unite them, they must ever remain at enmity.

That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the races until the Indian race becomes extinct must be expected. While we
cannot anticipate this result but with painful regret, the inevitable destiny of the race is beyond the power or wisdom of man to avert.

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Life_and_Works_of_Abraham_Lincoln/Volume_3/Spot_Resolutions_on_Mexican_War
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Situated as California is, we must expect a long continued and harassing irregular warfare with the Indians upon our borders and along the
immigrant routes leading to the States. Although few in numbers, and unskilled in the use of fire arms, they seem to understand all the
advantages of their position; and they consequently resort to that predatory warfare, most distressing to us, and secure to them. They readily flee
before every considerable force called out to meet them, and retire to their haunts in the mountains, where it is vain for us to pursue. As time is
to them of no value, they can readily content themselves to lie in wait for weeks at secure points, ready to attack small parties of miners remote
from assistance. From their irregular mode of warfare and the features of the country in which they wage it, there is reason to believe that they
will prove far more formidable than is generally supposed; and that in the end we shall lose man for man in our encounters with them.

Attribution

Historical Context

Audience

Purpose

Perspective

1. Use the document to support the thesis: “The annexation of land in the mid 1800s dramatically increased the intensity of debates about
the fate of the new territories and the people who lived there.”

2. Choose one of the analysis topics and provide a  sentence analysis of the document.
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He Unleashed a California Massacre. Should This School Be Named for Him?

By Thomas Fuller

Published Oct. 27, 2021

Updated Oct. 28, 2021

The founder of the Hastings College of the Law masterminded the killings of hundreds of Native Americans. The school, tribal members and
alumni disagree about what should be done now.

ROUND VALLEY RESERVATION, Calif. — They said they were chasing down horse and cattle thieves, an armed pursuit through fertile valleys and
evergreen forests north of San Francisco. But under questioning in 1860 a cattle rancher let slip a more gruesome picture, one of indiscriminate
killings of Yuki Indians.

A 10-year-old girl killed for “stubbornness.”

Infants “put out of their misery.”

Documented in letters and depositions held in California’s state archives, the Gold Rush-era massacres are today at the heart of a dispute at one
of the country’s most prominent law schools, whose graduates include generations of California politicians and lawyers like Vice President
Kamala Harris.

For the past four years, the University of California, Hastings College of the Law has been investigating the role of its founder, Serranus Hastings,
in one of the darkest, yet least discussed, chapters of the state’s history. Mr. Hastings, one of the wealthiest men in California in that era and the
state’s first chief justice, masterminded one set of massacres.

For those involved, including a descendant of Mr. Hastings who sits on the school’s board, the journey into the past has revealed a very di�erent
version of the early years of the state than the one taught in classrooms and etched into the popular imagination of intrepid pioneers trekking
into the hills to strike it rich.

The university, in San Francisco, is the alma mater of several prominent lawyers and
politicians, including Vice President Kamala Harris.Credit...Mike Kai Chen for The New
York Times

Across Northern California — north of Napa’s vineyards, along the banks of the Russian
River and in numerous other places from deserts to redwood groves — as many as 5,617
Native people, and perhaps more whose deaths were not recorded, were massacred by
o�cially sanctioned militias and U.S. troops from the 1840s to the 1870s, campaigns
often initiated by white settlers like Mr. Hastings who wanted to use the land for their
own purposes.

Thousands more Indians were killed by vigilantes during the same period. But what sets apart the organized campaigns is that the killers’ travel
and ammunition expenses were reimbursed by the state of California and the federal government.

“It’s not an exaggeration to say that California state legislators established a state-sponsored killing machine,” Benjamin Madley, a history
professor at the University of California, Los Angeles, said.

By Dr. Madley’s calculation, expeditions carried out at Mr. Hastings’s behest killed at least 283 men, women and children, the most deadly of 24
known California state militia campaigns.

In 1878, Mr. Hastings donated $100,000 in gold coins to found the school that carries his name, California’s first law school. It was “to be
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forever known and designated as ‘Hastings’ College of the Law,” according to the school’s enactment.

Now, both the law school and its critics agree that Mr. Hastings “bears significant responsibility” for the massacres, in the words of the Hastings
inquiry, but they disagree on what to do about it, including the question of whether the school should retain its name.

At a time when institutions across the country are re-examining their history, Native leaders in California say a broad reckoning over the
treatment of American Indians is overdue. The longstanding notion that they died as an accidental consequence of
Western settlement, of disease and displacement, they argue, needs to be revised with acknowledgment of the
purposeful killing campaigns.

Expeditions carried out at Mr. Hastings’s behest were the most deadly of 24 known California state militia
campaigns.Credit...California Heritage Collection, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley

An illustration included in an 1861 issue of Harper’s New Monthly Magazine depicted settlers
killing Native Americans in California.Credit...Cornell University Library

The debate over what to do at Hastings comes during renewed attention on the period of Spanish missions, when tens of
thousands of Indians were forced to give up local customs and died of disease, and the legacy of Native enslavement —
historians estimate that 20,000 Native Americans were enslaved in the first decades after California became a state in
1850, even though it o�cially barred slavery.

Two years ago Gov. Gavin Newsom described the state’s treatment of Native populations as genocide, issued an o�cial apology and created a
Truth and Healing Council tasked with producing a report on relations between the state and Native American groups by 2024.

“We have to speak truth,” said Abby Abinanti, chief judge of the Yurok Tribal Court and, in 1974, the first Native woman admitted to the California
Bar. “We have not figured out as a country at this point how do we reconcile our behavior. How do we make this right?”

The investigation into the Hastings massacres began in 2017 after a Bay Area lawyer, John Briscoe, published an opinion essay in The San
Francisco Chronicle under the headline, “The Moral Case for Renaming Hastings College of the Law.”

Last year the law school announced a number of measures that it described as restorative justice: It agreed to allocate space for a memorial in
the main lobby of its administrative building in San Francisco; provide members of all tribes in Round Valley pro bono legal help; maintain a
program focused on Indigenous law; and assist in the establishment of a charitable foundation, an initiative currently on hold because of
disagreement among tribal members on how to carry it out.

But David Faigman, the chancellor and dean of Hastings Law, has led a campaign to keep the school’s name.

“What would removing the Hastings name accomplish?” Mr. Faigman wrote when the results of the school’s investigation into the Hastings
legacy were made public in September of last year.

David Faigman, the law school’s chancellor and dean, has led a campaign to
preserve the name “Hastings.”Credit...Mike Kai Chen for The New York Times

A committee formed to investigate the massacres said changing the college’s
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name might lead to a “decline in applications and perhaps a loss of philanthropic and alumni support.”

A number of prominent Hastings alumni, including senior retired judges, disagree and have called for a renaming. They say that like the fortune of
the Sackler family, derived from the opioids that ultimately killed multitudes of Americans, the gold Mr. Hastings donated to found the school is
tainted.

Ultimately, Mr. Faigman said in an interview, the question of whether Hastings keeps its name rests with the Legislature and the governor. His
critics say Hastings should proactively demand the change. A spokeswoman for Mr. Newsom, Erin Mellon, said the governor hoped Californians
would “think critically about the harmful legacies of our forebears.” The governor will review any legislative proposals that land on his desk, Ms.
Mellon said.

The site of the massacres, Round Valley, is a four-hour drive from Silicon Valley. But the halo of wealth of the Bay Area has never reached the
tumbledown homes, trailer park and ranches of Round Valley. The main sustaining business in Covelo, the valley’s unincorporated town, is
backyard marijuana plots.

James Russ, the president of the Round Valley Indian Tribal Council, which governs the Round Valley Reservation, emphasizes that the leadership
is happy to accept the college’s o�er of legal assistance for the tribe’s activities.

“We have a window of opportunity and we don’t want to screw it up,” Mr. Russ said.

Still, the controversy over the name is further complicated by the question of which tribal members should receive reparations.

The Yuki people were decimated and, after decades of intermarriage among members and white settlers, were subsumed into the Round Valley
Indian Tribes, which was created after a coerced 19th-century relocation by the U.S. government of seven distinct tribes.

Mona Oandasan, one of the leaders of a group of Yuki tribespeople in Round Valley, said the law school was negotiating with the wrong people.
The Yuki were the ones targeted in the Hastings massacres, not the other tribes on the reservation, she said.

“We are the direct descendants, and they should be talking to us,” Ms. Oandasan said.

Yuki tribespeople gathered in 2002 to mark the replacement of a 1959 state
historical marker that had said Round Valley was “discovered” by white settlers. The
new plaque describes the Yuki as the “first inhabitants of Round Valley.”Credit...via
Deb Hutt

Native leaders say they hope the Hastings controversy could be a possible catalyst to
bring awareness to a terrible legacy that few Californians know about. Greg Sarris,
the chairman of the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, a Northern California
confederation of tribes, is donating proceeds from his tribe’s casino to fund e�orts at
the Smithsonian to produce curriculums about Native history, including an Indian
perspective on the Gold Rush era.

That period was a particularly treacherous and murderous time in California — “a catalog of slit throats, gunshot wounds and crushed skulls,”
wrote Kevin Starr, a California historian.

But even back then, the massacres of Indians carried out by Mr. Hastings’s militias shocked contemporaries and prompted an investigation in the
Legislature.

Brendan Lindsay, author of the 2012 book “Murder State: California’s Native American Genocide, 1846-1873,” says ranchers hunted Indians in
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the way they might track down a fox that ventured into a henhouse.

According to the chronology by Dr. Lindsay, one set of killings was carried out by H.L. Hall, who was hired to look after Mr. Hastings’s cattle and
horse ranches in 1858. When four or six — accounts di�er — of the
nearly 400 horses on the ranch were killed, Mr. Hall and three other
men raided a Yuki village and killed nine or 11 tribespeople. During
subsequent massacres, he rode into Yuki villages and killed women
and children, including the girl he said he killed for “stubbornness.”

An administration building for the Round Valley Indian Tribes in
Covelo, Calif. The confederation is made up of seven distinct tribes,
including the Yuki.Credit...Alexandra Hootnick for The New York
Times

A second killing spree was led by a group that called themselves the
Eel River Rangers.

Mr. Hastings, who died in 1893, is buried in a cemetery in Napa
Valley, where he had extensive landholdings. His grave is marked not so much by a headstone as a small monument, a granite obelisk that stands
out amid the evergreens of the St. Helena Public Cemetery.

Not taught in California schools, the history of the Round Valley massacres came as a surprise to many of those at the law school. Mr. Faigman,
the dean and a history major, said he had never heard of Mr. Hastings’s role before Mr. Briscoe’s article was published. Col. Claes Lewenhaupt,
the great-great-grandson of Serranus Hastings who sits on the law school’s board of directors, a seat that has been held by descendants since
the school’s founding, said he first learned about Mr. Hastings’s role a decade ago when he read some of the scholarship that emerged.

“It’s awful,” said Colonel Lewenhaupt, a lawyer who grew up in the Bay Area and spent a career prosecuting and defending U.S. Army soldiers.
But he said he agreed with Mr. Faigman that the Hastings name should be maintained. “I do not think the renaming will benefit the institution,” he
said.

In Round Valley, Deb Hutt, a Yuki tribeswoman and the sister of Ms. Oandasan, says she wonders why descendants of the Hastings family have
never apologized. While sitting at a picnic table across from a tribal gas station, Ms. Hutt said she sometimes tried to imagine what Round Valley
would be like had Mr. Hastings and other white settlers not taken over the valley.

Bu�ered by mountains, the Yuki were relatively undisturbed by Spanish or Mexican conquerors. It took the huge and sudden migration of the Gold
Rush for the tribe to be confronted by unmerciful invaders.

“We were their hunt,” Ms. Hutt said of the men who led the Hastings massacres. “And what we lost was more than lives.”

Thomas Fuller is the San Francisco bureau chief. Before moving to California he reported from more than 40 countries for The Times and
International Herald Tribune, mainly in Europe and Southeast Asia.


